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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 

Re, Condition of Vegetation in the proposed Saldanha Freeport Area, Saldanha Bay Industrial 
Development Zone, Saldanha Bay Municipality 

 
In 2014, Bergwind Botanical Surveys and Tours CC was appointed by CCA Environment to conduct a 

botanical investigation in the area proposed for the Oil and Gas Offshore Service Complex at the 

Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone (IDZ) (McDonald, 2015). The map in Figure 1. represents 

the area investigated with Sub-zones 1—6 indicated.  

 

 
 

Figure 1. Map of the southern part of the Saldanha IDZ, showing Sub-zone 4 that is dealt with in this short report. 

 
In 2014, Sub-zone 4 was not earmarked for development, but with the disclaimer that it could be 

developed in the future. The author was appointed again, by SLR Consulting, in 2020 to investigate 

Sub-zone 4 and the area north of MR559 which also forms part of the Saldanha IDZ. Access was not 

granted to survey the Sub-zone 4 area from within the Transnet property, so a series of photographs 

were taken from Camp Road, looking eastwards over Sub-zone 4.  



 

 

The general view over the vegetation, Saldanha Limestone Strandveld (Critically Endangered), in Sub-

zone 4 on 3 November 2020 is shown in Figure 2. Very little change had taken place in the vegetation 

within Sub-zone 4 from 2014 to 2020.  

 

 
 

Figure 2. The Critically Endangered Saldanha Limestone Strandveld found in Sub-zone 4 in 

 
Freeport Saldanha now intends developing Sub-zone 4 so the author was commissioned again, in late 

2023, by Legacy Environmental Management Consulting to revisit Sub-zone 4 to determine the current 

state of the vegetation and habitat. The site was visited again on 23 February 2024. Figure 3 shows the 

vegetation in its current state in a photograph taken from approximately the same position at Camp 

Road looking eastwards over Sub-zone 4 as in Figure 2.  

 

 
 

Figure 3. The Saldanha Limestone Strandveld within Sub-zone 4 has hardly changed between 2020 and 2024. 

 



 

 

Once again, the vegetation and habitat of Sub-zone 4 has been undisturbed between 2020 and 2024 
and there is relatively little change in the status of the vegetation. It may be described as an excellent 
example of Critically Endangered Saldanha Limestone Strandveld and any conservation offset to 
adequately compensate for the loss of this area of mature, intact strandveld should aim to find a 
similar area of the same vegetation type.  
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr David J. McDonald Pr. Sci. Nat. 
Botanical Specialist 
Owner: Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC 
 
 


